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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the appeal brief filed on 05/06/05, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. A new ground of rejection is set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) File a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.1 13 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) Request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied 
by a supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 
1.131 or 1.132) or other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1.193(b)(2). 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see Appeal Brief, filed on 05/06/05, with respect to claims 
1-29 have been fully considered and are persuasive, the final rejection of claims 1-29 
has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) The invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1 , 3, 5-23, 25, 27, 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Alperovich et al. (hereinafter Alperovich) (6,119,014). 

Regarding claim 1 , Alperovich discloses a method of managing message- 
presentation in a subscriber station, the method comprising: sending to the subscriber 
station, via a communications network, a message and a time-based schedule for 
presentation of the message (col. 4, lines 7-28, a message is transmitted to a 
designated subscriber number), whereby the subscriber station responsively presents 
the message according to the time-based schedule wherein the schedule includes a 
start-time value that indicates when to start presentation of the message (col. 4, lines 7- 
65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34, the receiving subscriber receives 
the message and may display at a later time). 

Regarding claim 3, Alperovich discloses a method of managing message- 
presentation in a subscriber station, the method comprising: sending to the subscriber 
station, via a communications network, a message and a schedule for presentation of 
the message (col. 4,lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34, 
whereby the subscriber station stores the message and the schedule and is 
programmed to present the message according to the schedule (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 

5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34); and thereafter sending to the subscriber 
station, via the communications network, a schedule- change order defining a change to 
the schedule for presentation of the message, wherein the schedule includes a start- 
time value that indicates when to start presentation of the message (col. 4, lines 7-65; 
col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 
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Regarding claim 5, Alperovich discloses, wherein the change to the schedule 
comprises cancellation of the schedule (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, 
lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 6, Alperovich discloses, further comprising the subscriber 
station responding to the schedule-change order by deleting the schedule (col. 4, lines 
7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 7, Alperovich discloses, wherein the schedule-change order 
includes a substitute-schedule, and wherein the change to the schedule comprises 
replacement of the schedule with the substitute-schedule (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 
1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 8, Alperovich discloses, further comprising the subscriber 
station responding to the schedule-change order by deleting the schedule and storing 
the substitute- schedule, whereby the subscriber station is then programmed to present 
the message according to the substitute-schedule (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 
36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 9, Alperovich discloses, wherein the schedule-change order 
comprises a cancellation-order defining an instruction to cancel the schedule and a 
schedule-order defining the substitute-schedule (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36- 
49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 10, Alperovich discloses, further comprising: the subscriber 
station responding to the cancellation-order by deleting the schedule ((col. 4, lines 7-65; 
col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34); and the subscriber station responding 
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to the schedule-order by storing the substitute-schedule, whereby the subscriber station 
is then programmed to present the message according to the substitute schedule ((col. 
4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Alperovich discloses, wherein the schedule defines a 
scheduling parameter, and the change to the schedule comprises a change to the 
scheduling parameter (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28- 
34). 

Regarding claim 12, Alperovich discloses, wherein the scheduling parameter 
comprises a date/time for presentation of the message ((col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 
1 -7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-1 5, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 13, Alperovich discloses, wherein the scheduling parameter 
comprises a date/time to start presentation of the message ((col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, 
lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 14, Alperovich discloses, wherein the scheduling parameter 
comprises a date/time to stop presentation of the message (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, 
lines 1 -7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-1 5, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 15, Alperovich discloses, wherein the scheduling parameter 
comprises a duration for presentation of the message (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1- 
7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 16, Alperovich discloses, wherein the scheduling parameter 
comprises a number of times to present the message (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1- 
7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 
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Regarding claim 17, Alperovich discloses, wherein the scheduling parameter m 
comprises a frequency of presentation of the message (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1- 
7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 18, Alperovich discloses, wherein the communications network 
comprises an air interface communicatively coupling the subscriber station with a base 
station (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 19, Alperovich discloses, further comprising: sending to the 
subscriber station, via the communications network, a reporting request defining a 
request for data concerning presentation of at least one message (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 
5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34); and receiving from the subscriber station a 
report defining data concerning presentation of at least one message (col. 4, lines 7-65; 
col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 20, Alperovich discloses, wherein the reporting request defines 
a network address to which the subscriber station should send the report, and wherein 
receiving the report comprises receiving the report at the network address ((col. 4, lines 
7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 21, Alperovich discloses, a method for managing message- 
presentation in subscriber station, the method comprising: receiving into the subscriber 
station, from a communications network, a message and a schedule for presentation of 
the message (col. 4, lines 7-28); storing the message and schedule in the subscriber 
station, wherein the subscriber station becomes programmed to present the message 
according to the schedule (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 
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28-34, the receiving subscriber receives the message and may display at a later time); 
thereafter receiving into the subscriber station, from a communications network, a 
schedule-change order defining a change to the schedule for presentation of the 
message (col. 4, .lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34, the 
receiving subscriber receives the message and may display at a later time); and the 
subscriber station implementing the change and thereby becoming programmed to 
present the message according to a modified schedule, wherein the schedule includes 
a start-time value that indicates when to start presentation of the message (col. 4, , lines 
7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34, the receiving subscriber receives 
the message and may display at a later time).. 

Regarding claim 22, Alperovich discloses, wherein the schedule-change order 
comprises a cancellation-order defining an instruction to cancel the schedule and a 
schedule-order defining the modified schedule (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36- 
49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 23, Alperovich discloses, wherein implementing the change 
comprises: deleting the schedule; and storing the modified schedule (col. 4, lines 7-65; 
col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Regarding claim 25, Alperovich discloses, wherein the request defines a network 
address of the remote entity (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 
28-34). 

Regarding claim 27, Alperovich discloses, a subscriber station comprising: a 
processor (col. 4, lines 7-28); a data storage medium (col. 4, lines 7-28); a 
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communications interface (col. 4, lines 7-28); a message stored in the data storage 
medium (col. 4, lines 7-28); a message-presentation schedule stored in the data storage 
medium and defining a schedule for presentation of the message ((col. 4, lines 7-65; 
col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34); a presentation-program stored in the 
data storage medium and executable by the processor to present the message 
according to the schedule for presentation of the message (col. 4, , lines 7-65; col. 5, 
lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34); and a management-program stored in the 
data storage medium and executable by the processor, upon receipt of a schedule- 
change order via the communications interface, to alter the message-presentation 
schedule, wherein the schedule includes a start-time value that indicates when to start 
presentation of the message (col. 4, Jines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4- 
15, 28-34), the receiving subscriber receives the message and may display at a later 
time).). 

Regarding claim 29, Alperovich discloses, wherein the schedule-change order 
comprises a cancel-order defining an instruction to cancel the schedule for presentation 
of the message and a schedule-order defining a substitute-schedule for presentation of 
the message (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34), and 
wherein: the management-program is executable by the processor, in response to the 
cancel-order, to cancel the schedule for presentation of the message (col. 4 t lines 7-65; 
col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, lines 4-15, 28-34); and the management-program is 
executable by the processor, in response to the schedule-order, to store the substitute- 
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schedule in the data storage medium (col. 4, lines 7-65; col. 5, lines 1-7, 36-49; col. 6, 
lines 4-15, 28-34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2, 4, 26, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alperovich in view of Nishiyama et al. (hereinafter Nishiyama) (6,725,460). 

Regarding claims 2,4, 26, Alperovich does not explicitly disclose, wherein the 
message comprises an advertisement. 

Nishiyama teaches a system for delivering contents that includes an 
advertisement-delivery schedule (col. 26, lines 40-65). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to improve 
upon the system as taught by Nishiyama by implementing the system with capabilities 
of sending messages that include advertisements because it would provide the user 
with access to promotional services within the subscriber's locations. 

7. Claims 24, 28, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alperovich in view of Marsh et al. (hereinafter Marsh) (5,848,397). 

Regarding claims 24, 28, Alperovich does not explicitly disclose maintaining 
message-presentation statistics in the subscriber station; receiving into the subscriber 
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station a request for the message-presentation statistics; and the subscriber station 
transmitting the message-presentation statistics to a remote entity. 

Marsh teaches a system maintaining statistics regarding advertisements 
presented to the user (col. 14, lines 66-67-col. 15, lines 1-20). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
improve upon the system as taught by Marsh by implementing the system with 
capabilities of keeping statistics of messages displayed in order to keep track of the 
frequency of presentation of the messages. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julio R. Perez whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7846. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on (571 ) 272- 4090. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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